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Granard is welcomed to the Tidy Towns competition for 2014.  Thank you for your entry, map and copy of your plan.  
Your participation in the competition is important to the Tidy Towns unit.  You have an active committee of 15 
members that meet regularly and you have great support and assistance from local agencies and businesses in 
whatever area is required.  You have a comprehensive communications system in place in notifying the community 
on planned activities.  Your involvement with the local school is important not just in litter picking but also with the 
green schools programme.  The knowledge that they have gained by taking part in the programme can be shared 
with the community and can help with projects in some of the categories.  Taking part in the competition has given 
the community a sense of pride in their town and the town itself has been greatly enhanced.
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On the approach from Edgeworthstown to Granard one passes the busy Granard mart and on left a lovely row of 
town houses some with berried shrubs on walls.  They make a charming entrance to the town.  The grey stone 
Church stands in an imposing position overlooking the town.  The grotto adjacent to the Church was admired.  The 
well maintained buildings of Scoil Mhuire and the Fire Station were admired.  On Longford road many businesses 
dominated this area with plenty of activity in a business like fashion.  The yellow door on Kate’s cottage greatly 
enhanced this grey building.  The pretty house with window boxes and climbing roses adding colour here was 
admired.  The Canon Kelly community sports hall was also noted and is a superb amenity for the town.  Granard 
community playground looks fresh and welcoming and complemented the attractive houses across.  The lanterns all 
added to the overall appearance.  Cnoc Mhuire Secondary school was noted.  The entrance looked good but the 
boundary wall needs painting.  The Garda station and Supervalu caught the adjudicator’s eye with nice container of 
flowers adding colour to this area.  John Donohue’s on the corner is pretty as a picture.  Granard sports complex 
was also visited however entrance gates need painting.  The harp sculpture on the corner adds character to this 
area of the town.
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Many areas of well maintained landscaping were noted.  Entrance signs with shrubs added colour.  The Church had 
its own landscaping in the mature trees that nestled behind the grotto.  The old Church too had nice landscaping.  
On Longford road entrance the adjudicator felt that some trees could be planted up from Kate’s cottage.  Hedging 
could also be sown on Cavan road at right hand paling.  Castlepollard road had well maintained and colourful 
landscaping, area across from directional sign could benefit from hedging planted.  There were lovely planters of 
flowers dotted through the town that brought great colour to the streetscape.  Groups are encouraged where 
possible to plant year round seasonal planting as it is more cost effective.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2014
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

221

Maximum

Mark

Community Involvement & Planning

Built Environment and Streetscape

Landscaping and Open Spaces

Wildlife, Habitats and Natural Amenities

Sustainable Waste and Resource Management

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

60

50

50

50

50

90

50

50

TOTAL MARK 450 221

Community Involvement & Planning / Rannpháirtíocht an Phobail & Pleanáil:

Built Environment and Streetscape / An Timpeallacht Thógtha agus Sráid-dreacha:

Landscaping and Open Spaces / Tírdhreachú agus Spásanna Oscailte:

Mark

Awarded 2014

19/06/2014

 



This is a category where your involvement with the schools would be worthwhile.  Bird boxes were noticed at the 
Church and grotto.  There are many areas of natural habitats for wildlife throughout the town.  As stated in last years 
report you need to carry out an overview of the wildlife and habitats of your area.  This is a study or survey to gather 
baseline information on the species and habitats which can be recorded and documented.  This report can be 
added to in further studies that may be done.  In time you will have a comprehensive overview of the wildlife and 
habitats of your area.  Groups are also encouraged to host events that celebrate and raise awareness of local 
species by having a tree planting day or bat walk with an expert.  Assistance for this can be obtained from the local 
authority.  These events can be held as part of heritage week.

You have no mention of a plan in place to control litter.  Groups are encouraged to look at black spot areas where 
litter is a problem and come up with a solution to address the problem within the resources available.  Taking part in 
national spring clean and having regular patrols is a start.  This is a combined effort between the community, 
workers and school.  High viz jackets should be worn at all times on litter patrols to create awareness among the 
community.  There were some areas of weed growth at kerbs.  On the Longford road a clutter of school signage 
looks untidy and some signs need to be replaced.  The entrance gate at the sports complex needs painting.  
Boundary wall at Cnoc Mhuire also needs painting.

This category is about waste prevention by reducing the amount of waste produced in the community in the first 
place.  You are doing good work in this category.  Rainwater harvesting saves water and funds and can be 
extended across the wider community.   You should look at holding workshops on stop food waste challenge.  This 
is an area where waste can occur.  These workshops are been run in conjunction with the local authority.  Do look 
at composting in your group and through the wider community.  Savings can also be made in transport and energy.  
Continue to work with the green schools in this category.  The local authorities prevention network website have 
added a specific Tidy Towns page to this website providing practical tips and advice on sustainable waste and 
resource management. The website address is http://localprevention.ie/tidy-towns/ .  This hopefully will be of benefit 
to groups.

The residences are a mix of traditional town houses to a more modern mix of buildings.  The houses that caught the 
adjudicator’s eye were at the entrance to the town at Granard mart and the houses on Church road were also 
admired.  The houses throughout the streetscape were well presented with many colourful displays of flowers.  
Some boundary walls were in need of freshening.  Housing estates were also visited and they are all playing their 
own part in maintaining  their areas.  It is good to note that residents associations are set up to maintain their own 
areas.  Do encourage bilingual names on signage where possible.  There are areas of unoccupied houses and 
unfinished estates but you are addressing them well with the local authority.  Hopefully this area will soon be 
resolved.

The approach roads had in general good entrance signs with bright landscaping.  Field gates on all roads should be 
painted in a uniform colour.  On Church road the entrance sign needs weeding.  The gate at the entrance to the 
walk at Church needs painting.  The bridge and white railing on the Longford road was noted and admired.  The 
landscaping on the Ballyjamesduff road with the new stone beds was admired.

Wildlife, Habitats and Natural Amenities / Fiadhúlra, Gnáthóga agus Taitneamhachtaí Nádúrtha:

Sustainable Waste and Resource Management / Bainistiú Acmhainní agus Dramhaíola Inbhuanaithe:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:


